liy          The Referendum in Belgium

an imperative pp.andate to legislate by means of tlie
initiative, or it makes use of tlie referendum to curb
tendencies which, are too pronounced. But the elec-
tors do not intervene except at long intervals, because
they do not live in a unitary country under the
direction of a general Parliament whose activity is
unceasing. To introduce the referendum into Bel-
gium is to make an attempt to bridge, by means of a
badly poised plank, the abyss which separates the
system of popular government from the true parlia-
mentary system.

In England and Belgium the deputies are appointed
by the electors, but they are not commanded by the
electors. They must enjoy the confidence of the
country, but they preserve an independence of thought
and action. Our political conceptions are opposed to
the idea of imperative mandates of any kind whatso-
ever. The members of the minority as well as the
majority represent the nation. They guard between
them both private and public interests. The referen-
dum will degrade their position in the eyes of the
electorate, who will ask why the choice of representa-
tives is so important when their resolutions are not
final. It will weaken their prestige and destroy the
principle of their responsibility. Every deputy will
realise that his vote is only equivalent to a piece of
advice which the electorate may adopt or reject,
and that it is the majority of the electors who decide
either by tacit ratification or express decision. The
position of members and senators will be that of
political pioneers, their mission being confined to
discovering the land, arid to pointing out the advan-
tages and the dangers of the situation.